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Lobbying Tallahassee for Broward County 
and District 4

As I stated in last month’s newsletter, one of the more 
interesting responsibilities of Broward County’s Mayor is 
to travel to Washington D.C. and Tallahassee each year to 
lobby both the federal and state legislatures on issues of 
importance to Broward County. Last month’s newsletter 
discussed my recent visit to Washington D.C. This month’s 
newsletter will discuss my recent trip to Tallahassee.

My trip was productive. While in Tallahassee, I met with 
Senate President, Jeff Atwater, and House Representatives 
Bogdanoff, Rivera, Porth and others. I also met with 

Governor Crist during a “Broward Days” luncheon where he and I both addressed a 
significant gathering of Broward’s elected officials and residents.

While I lobbied our elected officials in Tallahassee on a number of issues, I focused on 
three of particular importance to our District. 

First, I reaffirmed the Broward County Commission’s unanimous opposition to any 
offshore drilling. Many of you may remember our earlier (and successful) fight against 
the Calypso, a proposed liquefied natural gas facility that was scheduled to be built 
directly off our beaches in Fort Lauderdale. My lobbying against offshore drilling felt 
like the Calypso fight all over again. While I believe this year will not see any relaxation 
of the current prohibition against leases or permits for drilling off Broward’s shores, I 
am very worried about this issue in 2011. Next year, I intend to go back to Tallahassee 
as your County Commissioner to lobby against offshore drilling again. 

Second, I lobbied for additional monies for Broward’s Segment 2 beach re-nourishment 
project (Fort Lauderdale beach and northward). Segment 2 re-nourishment is scheduled 
to commence next year. As everyone knows, the fiscal situation in Tallahassee has 
never been worse, so my lobbying activities are even more challenging than in earlier 
years. However, as I write this newsletter, the Senate and the House have allocated an 
additional $500,000.00 toward Segment 2, which, if it survives in the budget, will be 
matched dollar for dollar by the federal government! 

Lastly, I strongly lobbied in favor of Rep. Bogdanoff’s condominium bill that would 
give all condominiums the right of self-determination when it comes to sprinkler and 
other retrofitting requirements.  Broward Vice Mayor Gunzburger and I successfully 
sponsored a resolution at the Broward County Commission in favor of Rep. Bogdanoff’s 
bill. The Vice Mayor and I strongly believe that during these difficult economic times, 
another financial burden on our condominium owners is unwarranted and unwise. 
As I write this newsletter, I am hopeful that condominium self determination will be 
enacted. 

In closing, I want to again thank you for the honor of being your County Commissioner. 
It is a responsibility that I do not take lightly. My best to you and your families.

Broward County Commissioner and Mayor Ken Keechl  
 www.broward.org/kenkeechl
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e Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill:  Being
Prepared is the Best Response

When you elected me to be your Broward County Commis-
sioner in November of 2006, I knew there were many issues
facing Broward.  Nevertheless, the possibility of an oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico being brought into Broward’s waters
by the “gulf loop” wasn’t one of them.

For years, the Broward County Commission has been unan-
imous in its opposition to off-shore drilling.  In fact, during
the last two months while I was in Washington D.C. and
Tallahassee talking to our lawmakers, I reminded them of

our unified opposition to the practice.  Shortly thereafter, the Deepwater Horizon ca-
tastrophe occurred.

As your Broward County Commissioner and Mayor, it’s my job to insure that we are
ready.  Make no mistake:  we are.  I immediately convened a Broward County Work-
ing Group to monitor the situation and report to me daily.  is Working Group is
made up of Broward’s  best:  emergency management officials, beach specialists and
environmental experts.  You get the idea.

I have reached out to others as well.  Within the County, I conveyed a “workshop” of
coastal city mayors to make sure that we are all on the same page and working to-
gether.  We are.  Outside of the County, I reached out to the Coast Guard, officials
from NOAA, private sector contractors, and our lawmakers in Washington D.C.  In
fact, I have personally met with U.S. Senators Bill Nelson and George LeMieux, and
U.S. Representatives Debbie Wasserman Schultz and Ted Deutch seeking their assis-
tance if necessary.  Each of them has assured me that they are here for Broward if we
need them.

So what can we expect here in Broward as a result of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill?
I wish I had the answer.  Because an oil spill in the gulf has never been picked up by
the gulf loop and traveled along the east coast of Florida, no one is sure.  But the good
news is this:  the effect upon Broward, if any, will be manageable.  It will appear in
the form of increased tar ball activity.  (Yes, we have tar balls in our waters already.)
Broward’s goals will be to assist our coastal cities in any additional clean-up activities,
and to keep the tar balls out of the seaport, inlets, and our intercoastal waterways.

Again, we are praying that this national catastrophe doesn’t affect Broward.  But if it
does, we are ready.

I’ve said it before and I will say it again.  Being your Broward County Commissioner
is never boring.  ank you for the honor.  And, as always, my best to you and your
families.

Broward County Commissioner and Mayor Ken Keechl
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